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Life Group Discussion Notes 

 
New Beginnings Community Church 
March 29, 2015   
Speaker: Pastor Hurmon Hamilton 
 

Compelled By Love 
Scripture used:  2 Corinthians 5: 14-15, 18-20 (NIV) 
 

OVERVIEW 
 Today is Palm Sunday, the day that marks when Jesus triumphantly entered into Jerusalem with followers 
waving palm branches at Him in celebration, only to be crucified in front of those same people five days later.  
Today also represents the first anniversary of NBCC’s birth.  With the birth of our church also came one of the 
church’s primary focus, to reach those far from God and to reach those who are unchurched.  These are the ones 
who may not necessarily have a problem with God, but a problem with the church as a whole.  We believe that 
our mission is the same as Paul’s.   Paul began his mission by persecuting Christians, or those who were of “the 
way.”  That all changed after that fateful day when he had a personal encounter with the resurrected Christ.  God 
removed the barriers that prevented him from seeing who Jesus really was.  What Christ did for him on that day 
resulted in Paul’s love for him and only grew from there.  From that point on, everything that Paul did was because 
he was compelled by that love Christ had revealed to him.   

Our transformation as Christians and as NBCC should compel us to show our love for God in our lives.  
Just as every saint has had a past (of sin) and every sinner has a future (of grace), we should no longer live for 
ourselves, but for Him, who gave His life for us (Vs 15).  Christianity is the Good News that we live by and should 
be seen by others.   
 
Key points: 
 
The Love of Christ compels us:  It Guides / Controls / Guards / Unifies / Focuses / Motivates us.  Christ’s 
love can be seen in 2 ways.  It is Christ’s love for me or my love for Christ shown through me.  Our transformation 
should lead to us showing our love for God.  If we are truly convinced that Jesus died for us, then this should 
result in us no longer living for ourselves but for Christ and because of Christ.   
We have been given the ministry and the message of reconciliation.  Reconciliation means to bring 2 
opposite things into agreement.  Jesus took the first step in reconciling others to God.  Though sin was the barrier 
that prevented that reconciliation, Jesus sat in the place of our sin (Rom 5:8) and took away our sin so that we can 
be embraced by our loving Heavenly Father.  He made it so that we can be reconciled to God.   

But that is not enough!  Ministry means “task.”  We have been given the task to now reconcile with others.  
And we have been the message, the good news, to share with others.  God makes His final appeal to others 
THROUGH US! 
 
1) What are we called to do?   

a. To help reconcile people to God.    
b. We create environments that unchurched people love to attend. 
c. We seek to change what people think about church; that it is Loving / Diverse / Relevant.   

 
2) Why do we do this calling?  We do it because reconciled people reconcile people!  As we have received the 

gift of reconciliation through Jesus Christ, we must fulfill this ministry that has been entrusted to us  

 
3) How do we do it?  We do it by serving / funding ministries / inviting others / following up with those we 

invited.   

 

 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR  - As one of our church’s focuses is to reach out to those who are far from God, and therefore the 
church, in what ways do you find that you are contributing to people’s view of the church, and what needs 
to change so that they can come to be reconciled to God?  

2) Understand - If Christ’s love compels us, why do you suppose it is so difficult to reconcile with others?  
What prevent us from doing so, and what do we need to do to change those circumstances? 

3) Do  In preparation for the Easter service, refer to the next sheet 
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PRAYER - Pray for each of those you have invited to come and encounter the living, resurrected Christ! 

 

 

 

Prepare for Next Week!  
 

Invite 

 

1. Reach out and ask: 
a. Follow-up with those who have not answered. 
b. Invite someone new. 

 

2. Be a good host: 
a. Meet your guests 
b. Sit with them  
c. Introduce them 
d. Treat them 

 

Follow-up  
 

1. Check-in and share:  their experiences and your experiences. 
a. Phone 
b. Coffee 
c. Lunch  
d. Dinner  

 

2. Invite them to join you:  
a. Finish the Series (3 weeks) 
b. A Beautiful Day (Sunday April 25) 
c. Your Life Group 

 

 

Commit to Invite and Follow Up! 


