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Life Group Discussion Notes 
 
New Beginnings Community Church 
November 22, 2015   
Speaker: Pat Gelsinger 
 
Living Your Values At Work 
Scripture used:  Acts 17:16-23 (NIV) 
 
OVERVIEW 
 Today, Pat Gelsinger, the CEO of VMWare and one of the founders of TBC (Transforming the Bay with 
Christ), spoke on the importance of living out Christ in the workplace.  He equated the Athens of Paul’s time to 
Silicon Valley of today.  His perspective in life is based on the motto “Radical Philanthropy” where he is not just 
giving money, but rather getting heavily involved in it.   
 He shared why it is so important to see your workplace as your “church” where you are the full time 
minister to those around you.  In a region of the US that consists of one of the most ethnically diverse, wealthy 
and unchurched people, we are called to change our city using practical tips that Pat revealed through his own 
testimony as a Christian CEO. 
  
KEY POINTS - Why Do I Believe… 
...As A Christian (Rev 3:15-16, Acts 17:16-23, 2 Cor 1:18-20) 

1) Hot or Cold.  - Where do you stand as a Christian?  We NEED to be one of the other.   
2) I, too, need a Savior. - Do you?  All of the people in this world identified as “great” are either dying or 

dead.  There is NO ONE who is exempt in needing a Savior.   
3) God’s Design - Not a question of Evolution vs Creation. - Can we be both a scientist and a Christian?  

Yes, but we NEED faith.  Logic is never enough.  We will never “logic” someone to Christ.  It is only 
through love and faith.  

4) Seen Him Faithful. - When we look carefully at the details of our lives, we will find that God is always 
faithful.   

5) Know His Presence. It is through God’s visible faithfulness that we will find Him in our lives.  
...As A CEO 

1) Be Like Daniel.  - Strive to have the Christian integrity of Daniel, where others find no fault in us.    
2) Every Resource....  (Luke 12:48) - How wealthy are you?  To you who has been give much, God 

demands more. 
3) Balance Your Job… aka your mistress.  Don’t let your job steal away from your time with your family or 

God. 
4) You will be tested.  (2 Tim 3:12)  - You never grow if you are always successful.  God always grows us 

through tribulations and testing.  We should embrace difficulty and look to God! 
5) My God is on the throne.  I’m great and so are you!  - When others see us, what do they see?  The 

evidence of your relationship with God will always be revealed, through your expressions or demeanor, 
particularly during trials.  You can be infectiously powerful! 

6) Respect Other Religions.  - You can open up doors for the Spirit to work through your conversations.  
...In The Workplace? 

1) Workplace is my Ministry.  (Col 3:23-24)  If you are a Christian, you are a full time minister! 
2) Be an Integrated Person.  You are also an Ambassador of Christ! 
3) Get Personal → Relationships > Results.  (Acts 17:17).  As Paul was starting up his ministry, he gathered 

people by meeting them in the marketplace.  We need to do the same and get to know people!  
Relationships are key! 

4) #1 Evangelism Tool: “May I pray for you?” - Rarely will anyone refuse to let you pray for them.  Through 
this, they will know your faith, and experience God’s power through your intercession! 

5) Challenge others in Social & Philanthropy Works. (Matt 5:14-16) It is important to share why we do what 
we do.  Through this, we can change peoples’ perception of the church.   

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR -Pat shared how, as Christians, we are ALL ministers.  How are you being a minister at your work? 
2) UNDERSTAND - Pat shared his divine purpose of “Radical Philanthropy.”  From all of today’s points, how 

is God calling for you to be a Christian influence in the Bay Area?  In your work?  In your community?   
3)  DO  - As we were challenged to Change Our City (Jer 29:7) let’s continue to pray and commit to give, 

serve and love others through NBCC’s giving campaign.  Visit http://www.nbccbayarea.com/berich/ to see 
how you can commit!   
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GIVE 
 
NBCC’s goal is to give $25,000.00 by November 29th through the donations to the following organizations: 
 

● Donate a one-time gift of $39.95 to either: 
● East Palo Alto Charter School (EPACS) 
● Ecumenical Hunger Program (EHP) 

● Or commit to an ongoing monthly donation of $32/month to Feed the Children 
 
SERVE 
 
NBCC’s goal is to volunteer 625 hours throughout 2 volunteer days to the following organizations: 
 

● East Palo Alto Charter School - Saturday, December 5th from 9AM-12PM (150 spots) 
● Ecumenical Hunger Program - Saturday, December 12th - 2 shifts 

○ 9AM-11AM  (75 spots) 
○ 12PM-2PM  (75 spots)  

 
LOVE 
 
NBCC’s goal is to donate 2000 pounds of food (1 ton) to the 2nd Harvest Food Bank.  The challenge is to donate 
3 pounds of non-perishable food on one or both of these days:  

● December 6th 
● December 13th 

 
 
NBCC is also encouraging involvement through the Children’s and Youth Ministries (CYM) by challenging each of 
the children and youth to collectively collect $39.95 through loose change and to volunteer along with the adults at 
any of the 2 volunteer days.   
 
NBCC also recognizes that there are needs this holiday season within our church community.  Our life group 
ministries will be working together to both identify families in need and to find concrete ways to meet these needs 
and to pour out God’s love in concrete ways.  We encourage you to pray for God’s guidance to identify families or 
individuals within NBCC or in the community that need our help by Saturday November 28.  Do they need 
groceries, toys, an overdue bill paid, etc? Share this information with your group so that they can all begin 
gathering supplies needed for the identified families. You might even organize a date when your group can come 
together and package/distribute supplies for individual families sometime before Christmas. We will leave it up to 
each group to lead the specifics of this project.  
 
Finally, please approach this prayerfully and respond as God challenges you to respond.  Let’s all respond with 
extraordinary generosity as we have received extraordinary generosity from God!   
 


