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OVERVIEW 
This week Pastor Hurmon wrapped up the sermon series Coming Out Gold. Using the story of Job, we’ve spent 
the last 5 weeks exploring the nature of suffering in a broken world. This message is crucial right now. Students 
around the country are leading the March For Our Lives movement in response to the latest wave of gun violence. 
Everywhere around us and in our own lives, people are struggling. But something separates those who follow 
Christ from others. Pastor Hurmon’s wife Dr. Hamilton recently shared a story of a Christian diagnosed with 
terminal cancer. His reaction to the news was inspiring. He quoted II Corinthians 1:4 (NLT), and asked how long 
he had to live so he could know how much time he had to share the Good News. That’s powerful faith! By Chapter 
42, Job also felt an assurance of God’s love. And so should we, despite the broken world around us. God wants 
each of us to come out gold!  
 
KEY POINTS 

1) Life begins and ends with God. Each of us experience seasons of life: spring; summer; fall; winter; and 
then a renewed and more mature spring as the cycle starts over. None of us can escape this rhythm. It’s 
a part of life, and the cycle is based on God. As we see in Revelations 22:13 (NIV), the world starts and 
ends with Him. In Job Chapters 3 and 38, Job struggles with this reality before finally accepting it.  

2) God is always with us. What caused Job to change his view of the world in Chapter 38:1 (NLT)? It was 
God speaking to him “from the whirlwind”. Up until that point, Job thought of God as distant from him, but 
it turned out that the Lord was right there with him the whole time! In fact, the only reason Job had made it 
through the season of suffering was God’s hidden presence and love. 

3) We are on earth to serve God and His purposes. Job’s perspective changed after realizing that God 
was the Alpha and Omega, and that He would always be there. Job finally understood what Joseph 
meant in Genesis 50:20 (NIV) when he said that God took the evil intentions of his brothers and used it to 
save the lives of innocent people. There is nothing denied to God. He can reshape anything in this world 
for His purposes. We need to remember this during our own seasons of suffering. 

4) We can depend on God and His love. Like Job, Dr. Hamilton’s terminal patient was faced with an 
extreme situation. The nearness of death forced them both to reprioritize their lives. We should love the 
good thing of this world - our family, our work, our friends. But we should always love God more. All of us 
have to guard against this tendency to love something more than God, because nothing else is worthy of 
our praise, and only God will never leave us or forsake us. This is what Paul says to us in Romans 
8:35-39 (NIV). God is the only one who can truly promise that “nothing can separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”! 

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR -  Pastor Hurmon made a connection between the story of Job and the recent student-led protests 
against gun violence. He pointed out how both tragedies deal with suffering in a broken world. Was this 
connection helpful? Are there other current examples of suffering and the response to suffering that speak 
to your heart? What are ways that God makes a difference in how we respond to suffering?  

2) UNDERSTAND  -  After a season of suffering, Job reached a new level of faith. Speaking to God in Job 
42:5 (NLT), he could say with confidence “now I have seen You with my own eyes.” He finally understood 
what it meant to love God more than anything in this earthly life. What it would look like if you did that? 
What’s your honest reaction to the idea loving God even more than your commitment and love of family, 
work, or other pursuits? Discuss among the group.  

3) DO -  Next Sunday we’re celebrating Easter Sunday at the Flint Center for Performing Arts in Cupertino, 
not at the usual location. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the story of Jesus with others. It’s up to 
you to invite people. Otherwise they can’t say yes! So take the first step right now. Affirm this statement: “I 
will invite others to experience God’s love in Jesus!” Then immediately text, email, or call people. 
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