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OVERVIEW 
Father’s Day marks the fifth week of our Different  sermon series, where we are exploring how our faith in the risen 
Christ Jesus makes us different. Following Jesus should compel us to be set apart from the world, and to be a 
blessing to others. That kind of blessed life turns you into an everyday hero. Pastor Hurmon used two stories - the 
Parable of the Talents and the Parable of the Prodigal Son - to help us understand how heroism can be practiced. 
Our lifestyle changes can start small, like in the parable of the men trusted with their master’s wealth in Matthew 
25:19-29 (NIV). 2 of the 3 men had faith and acted on that faith, increasing a small amount of wealth. As a result 
they were blessed with even more and told to “come and share [their] master’s happiness!” Many men - especially 
fathers - struggle to live according to this parable. Men tend to be very hard on themselves, focusing on where 
they are falling short. It’s time to start a new way of thinking where we emphasize faithfulness instead of 
perfection. This idea is also captured in the parable the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32 (NIV). The father is an 
everyday hero!  
 
KEY POINTS 

1) Being faithful in small things is heroic. The two faithful men were given “a few things” as their master 
described it in Matthew 25:21 (NIV). God starts us out small so we don’t get overwhelmed. We progress 
from the few to the many, building up our faith along the way.  

2) The father in the Prodigal Son parable displays 5 key traits of everyday heroes.  His behavior in the 
parable of the Prodigal Son offers us clues about what it means to live as a blessed follower of Jesus. 

a. Fathers are legacy builders.  The father worked hard and saved up a great amount of wealth to 
give to his sons. But the truly valuable part of his legacy wasn’t the riches…it was the wisdom! 
The younger son proved that wealth without wisdom quickly disappears.  

b. Fathers exercise wise judgment.  The father did not argue with his younger son when asked for 
early inheritance. He actually broke with tradition because he knew there was no point in fighting 
at that moment. But later on when the older son complained, the father knew he had to do 
something. He actually pleaded with his son to get him to come in because it was appropriate in 
the situation. 

c. Fathers have self control.  The older son angrily denounced his father, but there was no anger 
in the reply. Instead the father calmly and lovingly explained the situation, which resolved the 
situation. 

d. Fathers need patience.  When his young son left, the father must have been heartbroken. He 
knew that the decision was wrong, but also knew that he couldn’t be the one to teach his son this 
particular lesson. Instead he waited, prayed, and trusted God. This is the same kind of patience 
that Isaac demonstrated when he prayed for a child in Genesis 25:21 (NIV).  

e. Fathers show that they care.  The father openly wept and embraced his younger son even 
though he was filthy. His affection was obvious. The father wanted the younger son to know that 
he mattered. Then he turned around and did the same thing with his older son. He showed each 
son that he mattered.  

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR -  Who is an everyday hero in your life? When was the last time you expressed your gratitude to 
them? 

2) UNDERSTAND -  God expects faithfulness, not perfection. He starts us with “a few things,” then sees 
what we do with them before giving us more. What are the few things that God gave to you?  

3) DO -  Choose one of the following prayers, depending on what speaks to you at this moment:  
“God, help me to see [a person, even yourself] with gratitude!” 
“God, help me to be more [an everyday hero trait]!” 
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