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OVERVIEW 
Big Idea:  
 

We live in difficult and divisive times, when many people in our nation and world will use language to 
polarize, ultimately fomenting hatred and violence. In the last week, we’ve experience multiple instances of hatred 
expressed as violence, from the deaths of 11 Jewish worshippers in Pittsburgh, to two African American killed in 
Kentucky after the attacker was unable to enter a black church. The bad news is, no matter how the election turns 
out, it will probably get worse before it gets better. However, there is hope. The question that every Jesus-follower 
should ask is: “What does Jesus expect of me in this climate, and how can I contribute to HEALING the pain of 
the community and world around me?” The Sermon on the Mount summarizes our beloved Lord Jesus’ values, 
He calls us to be a light in the darkness, regardless of one’s political affiliation. This starts with reaffirming our 
allegiance, trust, and loyalty to God and our dedication to loving our neighbors. 
 
KEY POINTS 

1) In Matthew 22:35-40, Jesus is being challenged by the orthodoxy of His day. What is the law? Jesus 
answers firmly that it is to love God and -- in the same breath -- your neighbor without qualification! Jesus 
is challenged further: who is my neighbor, really? Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10) 
who healed a “half dead” person of different ethnicity, group, and politics. The Samaritan cared about the 
human being, his relationship with him, not about the labels that were often used to divide. 

2) We must discern our hearts. What is the fear, pain, and need that drives our political inclinations? What is 
beneath our passion? There is almost always a deeply personal story attached to every strong opinion 
and policy position. When you get into a political discussion that tends to focus on differences, ask for 
permission to tell your story, and ask to hear the other person’s story. You may not agree on policy, but 
you can establish a foundation of respect, understanding, and empathy, that can actually result in 
common ground and friendship, even if there are areas of disagreement.  

3) We must be humble (Matthew 5:8-9, NLT). We should not judge people, or label them, as they will judge 
and label us in return. Pastor Hurmon was politically engaged during his long and fruitful ministry in 
Boston, but he was never partisan. He learned to be skeptical of labels, as he met (for instance) 
conservatives with a huge heart and generosity for the poor; and African-American families who favored 
small government and low taxes. When we are humble and don’t reduce people to labels, but get to know 
them as real people with real stories, we can actually build relationships with all kinds of people. 

4) We should get angry over injustice and oppression, but in our anger we should avoid sin (Ephesians 
4:26). We recognize that, as Martin Luther King, Jr. famously said, that darkness cannot drive out 
darkness, only light can drive out darkness, and hate cannot overcome hate, only love can overcome 
hate.  

5) We must follow the spirit of Christ, and ignore commentators and pundits. We must build bridges, 
depolarize our hearts and relationships, and believe in our neighbor’s capacity to change. With the 
attitude of Christ, we can dream crazy big dreams of helping to heal and redeem our world! 

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR - Discern your heart. Where do your strong opinions and positions come from? What are the 
stories that shape your values? Are you willing and eager to listen to other perspectives and narratives?  

2) UNDERSTAND  -  How does being a Jesus-follower (or how would being a Jesus-follower) make a 
difference in the way you try to make a difference in this world? In the way you engage with others, is it 
clear that you are loving God with all your heart, soul, and strength, and loving your neighbor as yourself? 
Is there a recent example of where you could have been more humble, and avoided labeling others? 

3) DO - Vote your values and convictions this Tuesday! Then, join us as we serve this Saturday/Sunday at 
Santee Elementary in East San Jose and Garfield Elementary in Redwood City (make sure you sign up!) 
Commit to being a light for Jesus, and being an instrument of healing to our world! 
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