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OVERVIEW 
  
In this sixth sermon of a ten-part series, Pastor Hurmon used the timing of Memorial Day and graduation season 
to show us that sacrifice matters. The Apostle Paul reminds us that “no one is righteous” (Romans 3:10) and that 
we are “utterly helpless” (Romans 5:6) but that we can be “freed from the penalty of our sins” (3:24). This is 
because of all God has done for us. All that is good and accomplished in the world requires sacrifice. How is our 
sacrifice barometer?  
 

 
KEY POINTS 

1) We all want to make the world a better and safer place. We want our lives to thrive in finances, career, 
relationships, and health. The world has hope because Jesus sacrificed (Ephesians 5:2). Sacrifice can be 
when we give up something we love for something even better. More meaningfully, it is when we choose 
suffering for the higher good. In the romantic drama “Crazy Rich Asians”, the Rachel character heroically 
decides to sacrifice her love for Rick to maintain peace in the family. She tells Eleanor, Rick’s mother, that 
she gives him up not because she has to, but because she chooses to. This is truly sacrificial love for the 
higher good of another person. When is the last time we sacrificed like this? 

2) As Christians, we represent Jesus. We are His ambassadors, His unperfect but faithful deputies. We must 
sacrifice for our spouses, families, communities, and nations. A mass shooter killed 5 little girls in the 
Amish community of Nickel Mines PA on October 2, 2006. The community put emphasis on forgiveness 
and reconciliation. The parents of the victims drew the mother and the wife of the shooter into their circle 
of grief. This garnered national attention, with several commentators saying this is the best of the US. 
Forgoing vengeance does not undo the tragedy or pardon the wrong, but rather constitutes a first step 
toward a future that is more hopeful. But are we losing our collective capacity to produce such 
forgiveness? On the cross, Jesus asks for forgiveness for his torturers as “they do not know what they 
do.” 

3)  Sacrifice also means putting our ordinary life down as an offering. We are called not to fit in, but to stand 
out. Stephen Curry from the Golden Gate Warriors talks about his mother shaping his character in this 
way. Sometimes we have to sit out situations and actions, and decide NOT to go with the flow or the 
crowd. God sits it out with us. Hebrews 13:13 reminds us to sacrifice for those in need, and that this 
different sacrifice can happen anywhere -- in the kitchen, the workplace, or the street. 

 
 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR - Discern your heart. How much are you willing to sacrifice in the routine of your life to elevate 
others or to represent the Jesus way?  

2) UNDERSTAND  -  Write down three examples of where you could have sacrificed to show forgiveness 
and reconciliation and empathy to the vulnerable and the needy. 

3) DO - Implement resolutons to demonstrate sacrificial love in the home, workplace, and street (wider 
world).  
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