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FAITH MATTERS! 
Scripture used: Mark 9:21-24 (NLT) 
 
OVERVIEW 
Pastor Hurmon delivered our seventh sermon in the “Life Values” series. We are exploring the values that every 
follower of Jesus should have. These fundamental values should guide our lives, and faith is one of the most 
important. The world is full of common examples of faith: we have faith in other drivers to obey traffic laws; we 
have faith in the ability of doctors and pharmacists to heal us. These kinds of faith are different than faith in God, 
though. God is the only thing worthy of ultimate faith, and that is why Jesus taught and healed the way he did. He 
prophesied his own death - as in Mark 9:9 (NLT) - so the disciples would realize afterward that Jesus had the 
power to defeat death. Pastor Hurmon explained how our faith is an all-powerful God is essential with the amazing 
story of former NFL player Devon Still and his daughter Leah. After a miraculous healing from a back injury, 
Devon learned that his daughter had Stage IV cancer. Chemotherapy didn’t work, and surgery was her last resort. 
Devon started posting stories about other children in the hospital on social media, which went viral and raised 
almost a half million dollars for additional research and treatment for children with cancer. God was gracious to 
him and his daughter through a successful surgery, and his daughter is now 100% cancer free!  
 
KEY POINTS 

1) We are all creatures of faith. All of us need to believe in things. The question is not “does faith matter?” 
The question is “does faith in God matter?”  

2) Faith in God is often misunderstood. It is perfectly natural to have faith and to doubt. Jesus Himself 
gave us permission to doubt when He cried out to God on the cross. We should expect doubt and faith to 
co-exist. 

a. Faith in God is not about desire. We will want many things in our lives. Faith has to be about 
more than just wanting a relationship with God.  

b. Faith in God is not a feeling or emotion. Emotions change all the time. Faith and feelings can 
be connected, but they are not the same thing. 

c. Faith in God is not pretending something is true. We have to face up to reality. Whether it’s a 
relationship or our health, being honest about the situation is the starting point.  

3) Faith in God changes our lives completely. Desperate times call for desperate measures. Many people 
come to God as a last resort, and God won’t disqualify our faith for this reason. We need to know how 
much we need Him. Even better, though, is to seek God for His goodness throughout our lives! 

a. Faith in God does not keep pain out of our lives. Instead of expecting a pain-free life, we 
should expect God to strengthen us so we can make it through anything that comes our way. 

b. Faith in God is not about having all the answers. Instead of expecting certainty, faith allows us 
to live in the tension of unanswered questions. As Paul explained in Romans 8:28 (NLT), God has 
a plan that is greater than us. 

c. Faith in God does not erase fears. Instead of expecting a fearless life, we can rely on God to 
limit the impact of fear on our lives. That is the essence of II Timothy 1:7 (NLT): we don’t have a 
spirit of fear. Indeed, fear is actually proof that we’re believing, and faith allows us to move 
forward in spite of our fears. 

d. Faith in God opens the door for a miracle. Jesus has the last word over death, which he 
demonstrated on the cross. He proved this with the simple, direct way he healed the boy with evil 
spirits in Mark 9:27 (NLT). We don’t need perfect faith; we just need enough faith to trust Jesus. 

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR -  The father in Mark 9 was totally desperate. He had tried everything to heal his son over many 
years. Jesus was his last resort. What is making you feel desperate? Have you talked to God about it?  

2) UNDERSTAND -  Devon Still had to grow his relationship with God from“help me get out of trouble” to 
“how should I respond to the pain of life?”. Through him, God showed how faithfulness can lead to 
redemptive action. What does growing in faith (or trust in God) look like for you in this season? Which of 
the 4 lessons on faith (above) reveal an area in your life where you need to deepen in faith? 

3) DO -  Pray the Lord’s Prayer this week and then tell God directly “Lord I believe, help my unbelief!”  
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