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COME CLOSER! 
Scripture used: Matthew 11:28-30 (MSG) 
 
OVERVIEW 
  
This week Pastor Hurmon preached about the benefits and process of growing closer to God. We might not 
realize it, but we could be coming up with excuses for staying away. For some of us, we feel like we’re not 
important enough for God’s love. For others, we feel like we’re not spiritual enough. Others might think they sin 
too much. Fortunately, none of this actually matters. Jesus offers love and redemption for everyone, no matter 
what, and He invites us all to draw closer to Him. We have all sinned and are equally in need of salvation. This 
message is especially important in Silicon Valley, where wealth and power seem to divide society. Our community 
needs to remember our equal standing in God’s eyes, and to “learn to live freely and lightly” as Jesus describes in 
Matthew 11:30 (MSG). This kind of blessed life results from a daily walk with God, which is exactly the subject of 
Pastor Hurmon’s sermon! 
 
KEY POINTS 

1) Jesus wants every person to keep company with Him. Most people today would not identify as “lost,” 
but they do understand the idea of feeling far from God, whether they consider themselves religious or 
irreligious. This is the same issue that people faced two thousand years ago. Jesus spoke to huge crowds 
of people about the importance of a direct relationship with Him. Jesus wants this relationship despite our 
sins, our pain, and our fear. In Matthew 11:28-30 (MSG) Jesus spoke to those who were exhausted and 
“burned out on religion.” Everyone - from the richest man to the poorest beggar - was welcome to walk 
and work with Jesus, and “watch how [He did] it.”  

2) Keeping company with Jesus is a daily process. Each day is an opportunity to deepen our relationship 
with God. We can be inspired by these four steps as a helpful guide. There is no formula, but the 
essential message is for all of us to turn to God every day so we can hear from Him.  

a. Check in with God. When we wake up, avoid the temptation to go directly to email or social 
media. Begin the day in a quiet and reflective mood, which creates space for God to speak to us. 
This is also an opportunity to renew our commitment to Him, as described in Psalms 143:8 (NLT). 

b. Celebrate wins with God. It’s easy to be grateful when everything is going well. These are the 
“mighty works” described in Psalms 150:1-2 (NLT). But in trying times we can also begin each 
day by remembering what God has done. Do you have a home? Food in your fridge? A peaceful 
neighborhood? All these things are blessings! 

c. Confess sins with God. We all make mistakes, which are unintentional errors. But Psalms 
51:1-4 (NLT) describes a darker tendency: rebellion against God. Our brokenness causes us to 
act out against Him, and we need to own this behavior. Then we can start owning this type of 
destructive behavior toward other people, too, which leads to healthier relationships. 

d. Process pain with God. There are some very deep questions In Psalms 13:1-3 (NLT). This was 
obviously written by someone in trouble. And yet, the Psalmist knew that God may not answer 
every prayer, or take away every pain. Whatever happens, a healthy relationship with God means 
that we take Him all our pain.  

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR -  Pastor Hurmon challenged us to answer a simple question: Do I feel close to God? What is your 
honest answer: yes or no?  

2) UNDERSTAND  -  Jesus spoke to crowds of diverse people, giving them all the same message: “walk 
with me!” Everyone - rich and poor, sinner and saint, Jew and Gentile - is invited to come closer to Him. 
Do you feel comfortable accepting Jesus’ invitation? If not, what stands in your way? Review the 
Scriptures used in today’s message; which one speaks to you most in your life right now? 

3) DO -  Start each day with God. Read the Bible (either a physical book or use YouVersion on your phone) 
for at least 5 minutes as soon as you wake up. End in prayer, asking God to direct your steps throughout 
the day.  
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