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DON’T BELIEVE IT! (Part 3) 
Scripture used: Job 42:7 (NLT) 
 
OVERVIEW 
This week Pastor Hurmon led us through the third of our sermon series “Don’t Believe It!” We’re exploring 
widespread assumptions that are not Biblical, and how they keep us from living life as God intended. The first 
week we learned how God wants us to believe and know we can make a difference in the world. Last week we 
learned how God wants us to believe and know that we have access to a real power in prayer. This week Pastor 
Hurmon examined an assumption that undermines the faith of many people: “If I am spiritual enough, then I will be 
able to avoid pain and tragedy.” In fact, nothing can remove suffering from our lives. Our world is broken. Sin 
ricochets around like a bullet, hurting people without rhyme or reason at times. Instead of expecting God to 
remove this hurt from our lives, our faith allows us to walk with God and experience God’s presence, love and 
power even in the midst of pain and suffering. Believing in God gives us strength to recover, to rebuild, and to 
make something meaningful out of the evil that happens to us. Pastor Hurmon uses the example of Job, who 
begins as a man who was exceptionally blessed in all things, then had it all taken from him. Despite his losses in 
wealth, family, and even health, Job never stopped trusting God. This is today’s message: to keep trusting in God! 
 
KEY POINTS 

1) No one lives an easy life.  The beginning of Job’s story in Job 1:1-3 (NIV) tells us about an exceptional, 
man who was blessed in many ways and must have been envied by many people. The same thing could 
be said of noted pastor Rick Warren. Both men were struck with terrible tragedy. God permitted Job to 
lose everything for reasons we can never fully understand. Similarly, Pastor Warren almost lost his wife to 
cancer, experienced miraculous healing, only to then lose his son to suicide. Each of us either has known 
great pain, or will eventually come to know it. This is part of living in a broken world. 

2) Even well-meaning people can hurt us.  Job’s friends showed up and comforted him. They truly loved 
him. They sat quietly for 7 days because his grief was too great for words. They believed in their hearts 
that Job needed to hear what they had to say, but they still were unwise with their words. 

a. People go astray when they try to explain the unexplainable.  In Job 4:8 (NLT) Job’s friends 
tell him that everything happens for a reason, and that it was partially his fault. This is a 
dangerous untruth. God does not cause suffering in the world, although He does permit it. We 
cannot earn a pain free life no matter how much we pray or how much good we do. 

3) We must navigate this broken world with faith in God.  
a. God doesn’t allow tragedy to be wasted.  This is the famous message that Paul writes in 

Romans 8:28 (NLT). God will not prevent tragedies, but He does promise to use them for good 
and to bring redemptive hope even out of terrible tragedy.  

b. God has the last word.  In John 16:33 (NLT), Jesus tells us to take heart during our “trials and 
sorrows” because He has “overcome the world.” With Him we can always find peace, no matter 
how bad the situation appears to be. One of the ways God shines light into the world is through 
the church - through each one of us. As we fight for justice, healing, and hope in the face of pain 
of suffering, we are the expression of God’s love to the world. 

c. The God of Love is with us in our suffering.  Jesus is the Son of Man. He came to earth to 
experience all of our sin, to swallow it up, and to free us from death. Jesus suffered through 
torture and crucifixion for us. He knows worldly pain. That means we can trust that Jesus is with 
us every step of our own journeys through this world.  

 
 DISCUSSION  

1) HEAR - Pastor Hurmon’s message this week can be a painful one. It’s tough confronting the reality of a 
broken world. Do you ever ask God for an easier life? What do you wish was different? Note that this topic 
may be very sensitive for some life group participants. Create safe space for sharing a range of emotions. 

2) UNDERSTAND -  Have you experienced a tragedy when someone else told you that “everything happens 
for a reason”? How did you respond? How did it make you feel? What would you tell someone today if he 
or she was going through a tragedy?  

3) DO -  Pray to the Lord each day this week with the affirmation “God help me to trust!”  
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