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WATER BAPTISM: AN EXPRESSION OF FAITH 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
 

- 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NIV) 
 

              BAPTISM DETAILS 
 

Sunday October 28, 2018 
2:30 pm 
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WHAT IS WATER BAPTISM? 
 

Why should I become baptized? 
 

Do I really need to be baptized to be Saved? 

What if I choose not to be baptized? 

Do I need to be baptized by immersion since receiving Christ as Savior? 
 

These are questions that many Christians ask. Let’s discuss each question as we 

examine the Word of God. 
 

 
 
 

Baptism is a response of obedience to Jesus Christ as Lord (Acts 2:38, 41). 

Although baptism does not save, it demonstrates our recognition of the lordship 

of Christ over every aspect of our lives. 
 

The Central  Task of the church  (Matthew 28:19-20) also known as the Great 

Commission, is to Make Disciples of all Nations. "Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and  of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age" 
 

 
 

Baptism is a holy sacrament commanded by Jesus Christ. – Matt 28:19; Acts 2:38 
The word sacrament – suggest an event made holy or sacred by the very presence 
of God in the event. (e.g. Exodus 3:4-6) 

 
Baptism is derived from the Greek word ‘baptizo’: to ‘immerse’ or ‘submerge’... 
‘cover wholly with fluid’. 

 
- Outwardly – A person is submerged completely under water in the name 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In this act the person acknowledges 

publicly that Jesus Christ is his/her Lord (absolute authority in their lives 

forever). 
 

- Inwardly – The Holy Spirit confirms and seals the work of salvation (God’s 

work that makes us a permanent part of God’s eternal family, assured of 

the gift of life forever). 
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Do I really need to be baptized to be Saved? 
 

When we become “Saved”, we declare God's purpose is at work within us and 

through us. We declare our new life in Christ through baptism (Acts 2:41; 8:35- 

38; 16:25-34).  It is our  first  act  of obedience to let others know we 

have a new life  in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 
Salvation is a faith commitment. 

 

“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for 
this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned 
for us long ago.” 

 

– Ephesians 2:8-10 (NLT) 
 

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord  and  believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart 
that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you 
are saved.” 

 

– Romans 10:9-10 (NLT) 
 

 
 
 

Baptism was not a suggestion or an option for His followers. If we are not 

baptized, we are disobedient. Jesus set the example by being baptized. 

Baptism is essential for the Christian. It symbolizes your new life in Christ. The 

death, burial, and resurrection are pictured in baptism (Romans 6: 3-4). 
 

Baptism Represents: 
 

1.  The burial of your old life. 

2.  The washing away/forgiveness of your sins. 

3.  The raising of a new spiritual life in Christ, and……….. 

4.  Your walk/journey in the newness of life in Christ. 
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WHAT DOES THE ACT OF BAPTISM MEAN? 
 

Baptism is a symbol of: 
 

1.  Jesus´ burial and resurrection and its meaning for our lives. 

“Christ died for our sins . . . He was buried . . . He was raised from the 

dead on the third day.” – I Corinthians 15:3-4 (NLT) 
 

“For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with 

him you were raised to a new life because you trusted the mighty 

power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.”   – Colossians 2:12 

(NLT) 
 
 
 

2.  Spiritual Cleansing and forgiveness. In the act of baptism the gift of God’s 

forgiveness and healing is confirmed in our hearts.  For God longs to forgive 

us and make us new and whole. 

“If we live in the light as He is in the light, we share what we have in 

God with each other. And the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, makes our 

lives clean from all sin.” – 1 John 1:7 (NLT) 
 
 
 

3.  New life as a Christian, a new beginning: This means that those who become 

Christians begin anew, and are committed to a new way of living. 

“They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has 

begun.” – 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) 
 

“For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we 

also may live new lives.” – Romans 6:4 (NLT) 
 
 

 
Just as a baby is ushered into the world by a flood of water, baptism symbolizes the 

beginning of our new lives (born again) as a child of God.[See John 3:5-9 (NLT)] 
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WHY BE BAPTIZED? 
 

1.  The example of Jesus 

“Then Jesus went . . . to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But 

John didn’t want to baptize him. ‘I am the one who needs to be 

baptized by you,’ he said, ‘so why are you coming to me?’ But Jesus 

said, “It must be done, because we must do everything that is right.’ So 

then John baptized him.”– Matthew 3:13-15 (NLT) 
 
 
 

2.  The command of Jesus 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” – Matthew 

28:19 (NLT) 
 
 
 

3.  To publicly identify with Jesus 

“If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will openly 

acknowledge that person before my Father in heaven. But if anyone 

denies me here on earth, I will deny that person before my Father in 

heaven.”  – Matthew 10:32-33 (NLT) 
 
 

 
In the act of Baptism we publicly acknowledge our relationship with Jesus 

(Lordship).  And in the same act we publicly identify with the one community of 

Jesus’ followers – the Church. 
 
 
 

We need to join the fellowship of the church family (Acts 2:41- 42). ”Then 

those who gladly  received his word were baptized; and that day about three 

thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly  in the 

apostles doctrine and fellowship,  in the breaking of bread, and in prayer”. 
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WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
 

Anyone who commits their life to follow Jesus Christ: 
 

It involves the act of and commitment to the work of repentance. 
Repentance is having a change of mind, heart, and direction of life. 

 
 

We need to allow Jesus to choreograph our lives. Just as a dance student 

follows every step of the choreographer in a dance routine, likewise we 

should follow every example and the guidance of Jesus. A choreographer 

asks you to follow their steps. Then he/she joins you as the two of you work 

in unison. Then he/she steps away (not too far) and watches you (in case you 

need assistance)  as you continue the dance routine by yourself. Sound like 

anyone you know? 
 
 

 
Your New Walk with Christ:  Jesus began His public ministry with baptism (Mark 

1:9-11). You too are now beginning your walk with Christ by declaring your 

faith Publicly that you are a follower of Christ. By your Immersion in water 

(placed under) you’re showing the proper way to be baptized (Acts 8:38). 

You also Influence others through your baptism (Acts 16:31-33). 
 

 
 
 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER BEING BAPTIZED? 
 

Remember: When you became baptized, you buried your old way of life and have 

been raised to live a new life in Jesus. Meaning you’re now going to follow the 

examples of Jesus.  Life now is going to be fantastic from now on, right?  Not 

necessarily! 
 

Immediately after Jesus was baptized, he went away and was tempted by Satan (Mark 

1:12) Likewise, Satan can, may and probably will get busy in your life. If he tempted 

Jesus, he’ll temp you also. However, The Holy Spirit is always with us and you are 

empowered through the Holy Spirit to resist the temptations of Satan. 
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Throughout Jesus ministry he was empowered by the Holy Spirit. This was noted in 

Luke 4:14; “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of him 

went out through all the surrounding region”. One of the most significant examples of 

the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus is found in Matthew 3:16,17: “When He had been 

baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were 

opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon 

Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I 

am Well pleased.” 
 
 
 
 

 
“For there is one body and one Spirit, 

just as you have been called to one 

glorious hope for the future. There is 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and 

one God and Father, who is over all and 

in all and living through all.” – Eph. 4:4-6 

(NLT) 
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ONE BAPTISM AND MANY BAPTISM EXPERIENCES 
 

1.  One baptism 

“For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to 
one glorious hope for the future. There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, and one God and Father, who is over all and in all and living 
through all.” – Eph. 4:4-6 (NLT) 

 
 
 

2.  Many baptism experiences 
 

 

- Baptism of water 

“Then  Jesus  came  from  Galilee  to  the  Jordan  to  be  baptized  by 
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?’ Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is proper 
for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then John consented.” 

– Matt 3:13-15 (NIV) 
 

- Baptism of repentance 
 

 

“Paul said, ‘John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the 

people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’” 

– Acts 19:4 (NIV) 
 

 
 

- Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 

 

“I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” – Mark 1:8 (NIV) 

 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you  will  be  my  witnesses in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea  and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

– Acts 1:8 (NIV) 



9  

 

 
BAPTISM DETAILS 

 

  Sunday October 28, 2018 
  2:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do I wear when I am baptized? 

 

 

Please bring the following items to prepare for your water baptism: 
 

 

1.  A couple of towels 
2.  Swim/shower cap for hair (optional) 
3.  Change of dry clothes 
4.  Plastic bag for wet personal items 

 
Men: Black or dark colored shorts. An NBCC T-Shirt will be provided. 

 

Women: Black or dark colored knee or longer-length shorts or Capri’s. An NBCC 

T-Shirt will be provided. Some fabrics tend to cling when wet; please avoid this 

type or wear multiple layers. 
 
 
 
 

What not to wear: 
 

 

- All clothes should be colorfast and not bleed into the water. 

- No swimsuits. No tank tops 
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What is the process on Baptism Day? 
 

 

▪ Arrive 30 minutes before the baptism celebration 
 

▪ DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR TESTIMONY 
 

▪ The Baptism Team will take you to get changed and prepare you for 

baptism. 

▪ Once everyone is changed, we will have a time of sharing and prayer. 
 

▪ You will also be asked to sign a release for your photo. (optional) 
 

▪ The entire Gathering will be centered on celebrating the sacrament of 

baptism. 

▪ Once in the pool, after your testimony has been presented, you will have 

already been instructed to cross your arms in front of you and slightly bend 

your knees. 

▪ The Baptizer will hold you at the cross of your arms and on your back and 

gently lay you back into the water. 

▪ The Baptizer will say, “person's name, According to your profession of faith 

in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I or we baptize you in the name of the 

Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

▪ Your picture will be taken at that time. 
 

▪ Once you exit the pool, the Baptism Team will lead you back to the 

changing area. 
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What happens after I’m baptized? 
 

In baptism, we move from believing to belonging.   At NBCC, we strive to reach 

others who are far from God, make disciples, build families and transform 

communities. We do this by: 
 

1.  STAYING IN TOUCH – It’s hard to stay connected if you don’t know what’s 

going on. Stay in touch with NBCC by getting on our mailing list; it’s the best 

way to keep up to date with what’s happening at New Beginnings. 
 

2.  ATTEND A WORSHIP GATHERING – If you aren’t already regularly attending 

one of our Worship Gatherings, we encourage you to do so! 
 

 

3.  BE A PART OF A LIFE GROUP – The primary way people connect at NBCC is 

through Life Groups. These groups meet all over the Bay Area. They provide 

simple ways for people to make friends, be encouraged, and grow in their 

relationship with God in a safe and fun environment. 
 

4.  VOLUNTEER – One of the greatest opportunities we have is to be a part of 

what God is doing in the lives of other people. Joining a volunteer team not 

only builds deep friendships, it also gives you the chance to make a lasting 

difference. You might even choose to join the baptism team. 
 

5.  BECOME AN NBCC PARTNER – Finally, our church doesn’t have members, 

but we do invite people to commit to become Partners of NBCC. 
 

 
For more information on how to connect, visit our website at 

www.nbccbayarea.com/connect or email us at info@nbccbayarea.com, and we 

will make sure you are connected to the life of our community! 

http://www.nbccbayarea.com/connect
mailto:info@nbccbayarea.com
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Sample 
Testimony! 

 

(Please limit to 2 minutes or less) 
 

Name 
 
 
 

How did I come to this moment of decision? 
 

I grew up in the church from a small child. I always knew the language of the church, the songs of the 

church, and the scriptures of the bible. I always believe that Jesus was the Son of God and that he died 

for my sins. But in the eighth grade, there came a point during a special revival service that I realized 

that I had never taken the step to trust this Jesus with my entire life; to turn my life over to his control. 

That Friday night I took a step that changed my life forever. When the invitation was given by the 

preacher, I left my seat and took the seat up front. I can’t really explain it what happened. That 

moment, I was overcome with a powerful awareness of God’s spirit, the tears begin to flood from my 

eyes, and my life has never been the same. 
 
 
 

What does Baptism mean to me? 
 

Baptism is a chance for me to be public about my commitment to Jesus and to celebrate his 

commitment to me.  And it will be an everlasting reminder that Jesus has washed my sins, mistakes, all 

the things that have brought me such guilt and shame, Jesus has washed them away.  And he continues 

to transform me every day. 
 
 
 

Why did I decide to get baptized in this moment? 
 

I am being baptized today, because I want the world to know that Jesus is my savior and the one who 

leads my life.  I want to demonstrate that He has washed me of all my sins and mistakes, and has given 

me a brand new life to live in his love and under his authority. Today, I confess I am on Jesus’ team. 
 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH: I affirm my faith in Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior, and I desire, 

with the help of His Holy Spirit, to live a life that is obedient to Him. 
 
 
 
 

Printed Name Signature Date 


